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was their policy which brought about the war against the mon-
archies. Jean Jaures in his masterwork on the revolution has
again proved that it was the Girondins, the party of the wealthy
bourgeoisie and intelligentsia, which did everything in their power
to start the war, while their opponents, the foreign monarchical
powers, were very averse to a warlike policy.1 The aim of the
Girondins was to give a new impetus to the flagging spirit of
revolutionary enthusiasm, and to strengthen their hold on the
nation. For this purpose they excited national vanity and the
passion for prestige and power, they pretended that the nation
was threatened by its enemies, and they proclaimed that the war
would lead to the liberation of all peoples. Jaures says :
In this way the Gironde wished to use the war as a formidable
manoeuvre of internal policy. What a terrible reponsibUity ! If
we think of the unprecedented ordeal which France had to undergo,
if we consider that the transport of a moment had to be paid for by
twenty years of sanguinary Caesarism, and that then, from 1815 to
1848, and even from 1815 to 1870, France had less freedom than
under the Constitution of 1791, if one realizes that the armed propa-
ganda of revolutionary principles has excited against us the national
sentiment of other peoples and has created the terrible military
burdens under which all nations labour, one asks whether the
Gironde had the right to play that extraordinary game of dice.
In the course of the war all the good intentions of according self-
determination to the liberated nations were soon discarded, and
the policy of the French Republic towards Belgium and Italy
became frankly nationalistic and oppressive.
13. BURKE AND THE IDEA OF NATIONALITY
The principles of the French Revolution and the political
philosophy of Rousseau were subjected to severe criticism and
condemned by Edmund Burke.2 His famous Reflections on the
French Revolution (1790) were written at a time when the Revolu-
tion had not yet degenerated into a reign of terror and into wars
of conquest, and this proves that they were not merely inspired
by outraged sentiment or disillusionment as the writings of many
subsequent critics were. Burke's rejection of the great experi-
ment which then was regarded with sympathy by almost all
liberal-minded people sprang from a totally different system of
1 Cf. Jean Jaures, " La Legislative " (Histoire Socidiste, tome ii), pp. 79I-95& . A
share in the responsibility, however, fell on a group around the King which hoped that
a war would lead to the restoration of royal authority, and on the King who accepted
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